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every official would have felt it was incumbent on him to send the President a gift and neither he nor I desired any. We remembered the unkind criticism of President and Mrs* Taft when they had sent out thousands of invitations for the celebration of their Silver Wedding, and how they were embarrassed by receiving gifts from people or corporations whose fortunes were controlled by the Government. But the nugget of gold from an entire State was, after all, not so intrinsically valuable, and it had a romantic appeal which we loved. So, the plain gold band that Woodrow Wilson placed on my finger on December 18, 1915, and which has never been off, was fashioned from the nugget with as litde alloy as possible. We found that the ring required so little metal there was still a good deal left. Later we used some of it to make a scarf pin for the President. This scarf pin was a reproduction of die official seal of the President of the United States and was enamelled in natural colours; it was so small it was never in the least conspicuous; he rarely dressed for the daytime that he did not wear it.
It was characteristic of Woodrow Wilson that on the day he left office, March 4, 1921, after wearing the scarf pin to the Capitol whither he had accompanied Mr. Harding for his Inauguration, he took the pin out of his scarf, put it away and never wore it again.
While Governor of New Jersey he had a pin of the Governor's seal. After he left office that, too, was put away.
But I must finish this litde history of the California gold nugget. Again there was some left, and this we had made into a seal ring, with "Woodrow Wilson" wrought, as a seal, in the shorthand characters which he used in his personal memoranda. The characters were copied exactly as written by him. We both liked the idea of each having a ring of the same mining, and the seal was a very convenient one for especial use. Years after, when the Treaty of Versailles was signed in that gorgeous Hall of Mirrors in the Palace of Versailles, after the name "Woodrow Wilson"